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Unhappily for Spain and for Europe, Ferdinand fell ill at
Perpignan in the course of these negotiations1 and died soon
after (2nd April, 1416) at Igualada, at the early age of thirty,
seven, A just man, a kind father, a loyal regent, an honest
suitor, a devoted king, a gallant soldier, a true knight; Ferdi-
nand of Castile, after his brief reign of only four years in Aragon,
has left behind him a reputation which is gloriously perpetu-
ated in the unaccustomed titles of Tk Bawl and ft ki

nit;

This memorable Spaniard was no less than ninety years of age when he diedjn
the thirteenth year of his Pontificate, And with his death was practically concluded
the Gnat Schism that had vexed Christendom for nearly forty years,

Shortly before his death he signed an act by which he withdrew his own
allegiance and that of all his states from Benedict XIII,; whom he had fruitlessly
urged to abdicate his assumed Papacy, This important defection from the ana-
Pope practically settled the question, although Benedict personally continued
obstinate,-H,